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DAILY BIBLE

STUDIES
November 19 - 25, 2006

“GOVERNMENT

AND THE 

PEOPLE OF GOD?”

Part 2

[image: image2.wmf]
1 PETER 2:15-17

                                 SUNDAY

This week in our study of 1 Peter we find some more instructions for how the Christian is to respond to the government and civil authorities.  We are going to learn about the “Why” and “How” the Christian is to be submissive to the “powers that be.” 

Read: 1 Peter 2:15-17 -

What principles in these verses can I apply to my life today?

Prayer Starter: Lord, Help me apply this week’s teaching to my life.

                                 MONDAY

Peter begins in verse 13 with the “Why“ we are to be in submission.  He gives us the main reason in verse 15 – “For this is the will of God.”  God’s will for us is not hidden.  It is revealed to us in His Word.  The more time we spend studying God’s Word, the more His will for us will be revealed. 

Read: Psalm 19:1-14 –

What principles in these verses can I apply to my life today?

Prayer Starter: Lord, Help me to learn what Your will is and to obey it.

                                 TUESDAY

Peter gives a very simple and straightforward reason for us to submit to those in authority when he says, “…that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.”   Our behavior should be so good that those who oppose God will not be able to criticize us. The Bible is full of verses that command us to make sure our conduct is honoring to God at all times, especially when it’s really difficult 
Read: Titus 3:1-3 - 

What principles in these verses can I apply to my life today?

Prayer Starter: Lord, Help me to have good conduct at all times. 

                                WEDNESDAY

There are a few words Peter uses in verse 15 that are important for us to understand.  The word “silence” in the Greek means “to muzzle, make speechless, reduce to silence”.  The second word is “ignorance” which means “not knowing, ignorance”.  The third word is “foolish” which means “without reason, senseless, foolish, stupid”.  These are the people whom our conduct should silence or be made incapable of responding. 

Read: Matthew 22:12, 34, Mark 1:25 & Luke 4:35 - 

What principles in these verses can I apply to my life today?

Prayer Starter: Lord, Help me to live my life as Jesus did.

                                   THURSDAY

In verse 16 Peter tells us “How” we are to be submissive—with the right attitude.  The believer is able to do this because of the freedom he has been given through Christ.  The believer is free from the condemnation of sin, the penalty of the law, bondage to Satan, bondage to the world, and death’s power.

Read: Romans 6:7, 8-12, Galatians 3:13, Colossians 1:13, Galatians 4:3-5 & 1 Corinthians 15:54-56 –

What principles in these verses can I apply to my life today?

Prayer Starter: Lord, Thank You for the freedom that is available to all who come to You.

                                      FRIDAY

Peter explains that Christians are not to use their spiritual freedom as an excuse not to be submissive to authority.  We need to have n attitude that causes us to behave as slaves of God.  We are glorifying God when we obey those in authority over us.  We need to look at our submissiveness as obedience to God.  It should not be a drudgery to obey God! 

Read: Romans 6:16-22 -

What principles in these verses can I apply to my life today?

Prayer Starter: Lord, Help me to be a n obedient slave of righteousness.  

                                     SATURDAY

Peter summarizes everything he just said in verse 17.  He tells us to “honor all people” since we are made in the image of God.  He also tells us to “love the brotherhood” which refers to our love for one another as believers.  He tells us to “fear God” which means we are to reverence and fear God with a life of obedience.  And finally, we are to “honor the King” which is the whole purpose of the Christian life. 

Read: Genesis 1:26, John 13:34-35, Psalm 11:10 & Romans 13:7 - 

What principles in these verses can I apply to my life today?

Prayer Starter: Lord, Help me to live out the commands I’ve learned this week.



“Render to all what is due them: 

tax to whom tax is due;  custom to whom custom;

 fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.”

Romans 13:7


















































































